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Overview:
ÅIntroduction 

ÅBackground of Maternal and Newborn Health Care in Liberia

ÅRISE Plus: implemented intervention to address quality gaps

ÅImplementation Results

ÅPrimary Outcomes

ÅChallenges/Limitations

ÅKey Lessons Learned
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Country Overview:
Å Two Civil Wars, 1989-1996, 1999-2003
Å 95%of healthcare facilities destroyed, rural 

areas most affected, (Johnson et. al, 2003)

Å Total doctors dropped from 400 to less than 
30 (UNDP, 2006)

Å Ebola outbreak 2014-2016

Å Estimated 5,000 deaths 
Å An estimated number of between 7,500-

12,000 orphans related to Ebola
Å Many health providers died

Sources: 
Johnson et al. Association of Combatant Status and Sexual Violence with Health and Mental Health 
Outcomes in Post-conflict LiberiaJAMA 2003

Liberia 2006 Human Development report 
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/liberia_2006_en.pdf

Photo caption: Liberian Women Calling for Peace and an End to the Civil War source: 
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/april-2010/even-peace-liberia%E2%80%99s-women-struggle
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Country Overview:

ÅPost Ebola, Liberia faces a situation of:

ÅHigh poverty

ÅHigh teenage pregnancy rates and 

ÅLow uptake of family planning 

ÅChronic human resource shortage in 

health sector 

ÅThese factors combine to produce 

unacceptable MMR in the world

Photo caption: Liberian health workers load six bodies of people who died from Ebola into the back of a pickup truck outside the Redemption Hospital in Monrovia, Liberia on Sept. 
13. Ebola aid workers are looking to Congress to help fund the ongoing fight against the disease. Photo by Michel du Cille/The Washington Post via Getty Images
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ÅNational population: 4.6 million

ÅMaternal mortality Ratio:

Å1072/100,000 live births

ÅNeonatal mortality Rate: 

Å26/1000 live births

ÅContraceptive utilization rate is at 20% 

Å31% married women have FP unmet 
need

Source:
Liberia MOH & social services. 2014. Liberia Demographic and Health Survey, 2013. 

Monrovia: Liberia.

Background of Maternal and Newborn Health Care in 
Post Ebola Liberia:
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County Context:
ÅMaryland County has a population of 

167,340

ÅThere are 4 health districts and 25 

health facilities (22 MOH & 3 private 

health centers)

Å1 referral hospital  and 1 health 

center- PIH ςsupported 

Health Workforce

General Practitioners 2

PhysicianAssistants 18

Registered Nurses 84

Midwives 33

Barrobo

District

Karloway

District

Pleebo

District

Harper

Districts with PIH-supported facilities

Additional districts within Maryland 

Location of PIH-supported facility

Basic clinics

Health center
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Re-Emerging Initiative for System Enhancement (RISE Plus) involves:
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Staff at All Levels to Respond to Need:

Photo Caption: Dr. Sarah demonstrating insertion of IUCD to a group of midwives

Community Level Health Center Hospital

ÅEmployed Skilled, Motivated staffs at all levels

ÅOB/GY- manage together with the team

ÅSevere pregnancy complications

ÅTraining Residents

ÅFrom LCPS, mentoring midwives, MOH 

doctors (on job training + drills) 
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Stuff: Medical Devices & Essential Supplies

Portable ultrasound & colposcopy machine in the 
Obstetric/gynecology clinic  at JJ Dossen M. Hospital

Buffer store in the JJ Dossen Hospital 
Operating theatre 
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Pleebo Health Center

Space: Facilities with Capacityto Serve 
Need

ÅThe facility is opened 24 

hours and has an 

emergency room (4 beds), 

a labor and delivery suite 

(3 bed maternity ward and 

2 delivery beds)

Ongoing MCH expansion

Pleebo Health Center: Before & After

ÅAverage:80 deliveries/month

ÅPIH currently constructing 19-bed 

Maternal & Child Health Unit


