
Unite For Sight is a 501(C)3 nonprofit

organization that empowers communities

worldwide to improve eye health and eliminate

preventable blindness. With more than 4,000

volunteers in ninety chapters established at

universities, medical schools, corporations, high

schools, and in communities worldwide, Unite For

Sight works to build healthier communities

through eye disease prevention, eye health

promotion, and health education. Each chapter

works with local community infrastructures to

improve access to health programs.
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Promoting Health 
from Campus to Lab to Field

EYES ON INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONNeeds Assessment 
Through formal requests from representatives of communities
in need and informal discussions with healthcare providers who
have witnessed the need for better medical care in
communities throughout the world it was determined that there
was a need among public health and medical professionals,
volunteers and students to discuss strategies to empower
communities worldwide to improve health. The need for the
elimination of preventable blindness and other diseases
precipitated the development of this educational activity.

Target Audience 
Ophthalmologists, optometrists, physicians, health
professionals, professors, nurses, patients, college students,
medical students, and public health students

Course Description
The Conference will include sessions about community health,
research, epidemiology, and health economics. Sessions
include a discussion about eye disease and community
experiences in Tanzania and Nepal, health care for the
homeless in Boston, advances in corneal transplantation, optic
neuro-prevention, stem cells for retinal regeneration, safe water
store in the developing world, the cost of blindness, and the role
of economics in improving health outcomes.

Learning Objectives 
Upon completion of this educational activity, the learner will be
able to understand barriers to vision care services for medically 

Joint Sponsorship & Accreditation Statement
This continuing medical education activity is jointly sponsored
by The New York Eye and Ear Infirmary and Unite For Sight and
has been planned and implemented in accordance with the
Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation Council for
Continuing Medical Education. The New York Eye and Ear
Infirmary is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing
medical education for physicians.

CME Credits
This educational activity has been designated for a maximum
of 11 hours of Category I Credit toward the AMA Physician’s
Recognition Award.

underserved children and adults; identify successful
intervention strategies for medically underserved communities;
understand leading research in ophthalmology, medicine, and
health economics; and learn the visual health care situations in
Africa, Latin America, Asia, and North America.

Disclosure Policy Statement
The New York Eye and Ear Infirmary Institute for Continuing
Medical Education requires that each participant/teacher in a
CME accredited educational activity disclose the existence of
any financial interest and/or other relationship(s) (e.g. paid
speaker, employee, paid consultant on a Board and/or
Committee for a commercial company) that would potentially
affect the objectivity of his/her presentation. Speakers are also
asked to make a disclosure that a product is still investigational
when an unlabeled use of a commercial product or an
investigational use not yet approved for any purpose is
discussed during an educational activity. The disclosed
information in no way presumes to assess the participant’s
qualifications or suitability. The intention is to provide full
disclosure of any potential conflict-of-interest, real or perceived,
which is related to a specific event. Full disclosure of faculty and
commercial relationships, if any,will be made at the conference.

Provider Disclosure
The New York Eye and Ear Infirmary Institute for Continuing
Medical Education received no financial benefit from any
commercial companies for this educational activity.
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UNITE FOR SIGHT
“Eyes on International Collaboration: Promoting Health 

from Campus to Lab to Field”

April 2nd and 3rd, 2005

Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

All of the funds raised from the registration fees will go
toward Unite For Sight's sight-restoring cataract surgery
programs in Ghana, Tanzania, Nigeria, and India during
Summer 2005.

Payment for the conference may be made by mailing 
a check or money order to Unite For Sight at:

Unite For Sight
Attn: Jennifer Staple
31 Brookwood Dr.
Newtown, CT 06470 

If you have any questions about conference registration,
please email JStaple@uniteforsight.org.

Register and postmark check between December 1 and
January 15: $30
Register and postmark check before February 15: $35
Register and postmark check before March 20: $40
Register between March 20 and April 2 (Pay at Door): $50

Second Annual International Health Conference

w w w . u n i t e f o r s i g h t . o r g

1:30pm“The Cost of Blindness”
Kevin Frick, PhD
Associate Professor at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health

2:10pm “Health Care for the Homeless in Boston”
James O'Connell, MD
Harvard Professor and Founder and President of the
Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program

Sunday

8:00am-9:30am 5K Charity Run

10:45am Opening

11:00am“Optic Neuro-Prevention—A Strategy to 
Eradicate Glaucoma Blindness”
Louis Pasquale, MD
Co-Director, Glaucoma Service, Massachusetts 
Eye and Ear Infirmary

11:45am“Stem Cells to the Retinal Rescue”
Michael J. Young, PhD
Director, Minda de Gunzburg Research Center for 
Retinal Transplantation, Schepens Eye Research Institute
and Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology at Harvard
Medical School

12:30pm“The Role of Household Drinking Water Treatment
Technologies and Safe Water Storage in Preventing
Blindness in the Developing World”
Susan Murcott, M.S.
Lecturer, Research Engineer, Principal Investigator 
at Massachusetts Institute of Technology President of
Ecosystems Engineering

1:15pm“The role of economics in improving 
health outcomes”
Heidi Williams, MSc
PhD candidate in Economics, Harvard University

Saturday

8:30am Opening

8:45am “Global Health”
Barry Bloom, PhD
Dean of the Faculty 
Joan L. and Julius H. Jacobson
Professor of Public Health at the Harvard School 
of Public Health

9:30am “Impossible Dreams—The First Ascent of the East
Face of Mt. Everest and Eradicating Blindness in Mountainous
Asia”
Geoffrey Tabin, MD
Co-Founder and Co-Director of the Himalayan 
Cataract Project and Associate Professor of Surgery 
and Ophthalmology at the University of Vermont College 
of Medicine

10:15am “Eye Diseases and Community Experiences 
in Tanzania”
Muhsin Sheriff, MD, MPH
MPH (cataract surgery eye camps in Tanzania); MUCHS
Harvard Research Collaboration, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania;
MPH in Quantitative Methods Candidate at Harvard School 
of Public Health

11:00am Break

11:10am“Advances in Corneal Transplantation”
Shachar Tauber, MD
Director of Ophthalmology Research at 
St. John's Hospital and Clinics

11:50am“Compassion, Knowledge, and Advanced Ophthalmic
Technologies”
Dimitri Azar, MD
Harvard Professor of Ophthalmology and Director of the
Corneal, External and Refractive Surgery Services at
Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary

12:30pm Lunch

Saturday Breakout Sessions  40-minute sessions 2:50pm-5:30pm

“Eye Health in Nigeria”
Rotimi Bajulaiye, MD 

“Eye Health in India”
Santanu Sanyal, MBBS, MHA

“Our Health is Our Only Wealth: The Story of Lok Swasthya Sewa, a
Model Health Cooperative in Ahmedabad, India”
Chirag Shah, MD, MPH

“Adaptive Technology for the Sight-Impaired”
Sethuraman (Panch) Panchanathan, PhD 

“Grassroots Optometry”
Erik Weissberg, OD

“Glaucoma, A National Eye Health Problem in Romania”
Madaline Prochipriuc 

“A Successful Model for Comprehensive Eye Care Coverage in the
Developing World: The Case of LV Prasad Eye Institute”
Rohit Ramchandani

“Youth Participation in Improving Health Outcomes in Africa”
Neema Mgana

“Eye Health in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania”
Sally Ong

“Upgrading Eye Health Care Strategies in Rural Tanzania”
Sachin Jain

“Cataract Surgeries in Humjibre and Buduburam, Ghana”
Silvia Odorcic

“Eyeglasses for Children in China”
Shawna Novak

“An Update on Ocular Leprosy”
Ebenezer Daniel, M.B.B.S., M.S., D.O., M.P.H., M.A.M.S.

“Unite For Sight in Nepal—A Documentary”
Ganesh Subedi

“Utilizing Service Learning to Enhance Public Health 
in West Africa”
Brighid O'Donnell

“UNESCO Observatory of Visual Health Services—
Central America”
Janet Leasher, OD, MPH

“Letters from Camp: A First Person Account of 
the Refugee Camp at Buduburam, Ghana”
Valda Boyd Ford, MPH, MS, RN

Conference Schedule
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